Latin American Declaration in Defense of Seeds,
Biodiversity, and Food Sovereignty in the Face of Gene
Editing

Quito, June 2026

We, peasant, Indigenous, Afro-descendant, social, environmental, academic, and civil
society organizations from Latin America, gathered at the Latin American Meeting:
Gene Editing in Latin America, Threats and Strategies, held at the Universidad
Andina Simén Bolivar in Quito on June 1 and 2, 2026, to reflect on the impacts of gene
editing on agriculture and food, express our concern and rejection of the advancement
of these technologies in our territories.

1. Gene editing is part of a new technological offensive seeking to impose control over
life, seeds, knowledge, and the territories of peoples. It is a biotechnological model that
disregards biodiversity, ecosystems, and living beings, treating them merely as raw
materials that can be manipulated according to the needs of capital accumulation,
altering metabolisms, ignoring ecological limits and natural scales, and ultimately
disregarding the rights of the communities that have cared for and recreated
biodiversity for generations.

These new genetically modified organisms are aimed at manipulating peasant crops
and contributing to the disappearance of peasant communities, Indigenous Peoples,
and Afro-descendant peoples by undermining the relationship they maintain with
crops, seeds, and ways of life in their territories, thereby threatening biodiversity and
the future of the planet.

2. Several Latin American regulations refer to gene editing as “a precision breeding
technique,” and the industry presents it as a “green and environmentally and
consumer-friendly solution,” even though it is not as precise as claimed and entails
numerous risks to the health of plants, animals, and humans; to peasant food systems;
to food security and food sovereignty; and to biodiversity and the environment.

Various scientific studies show that these technologies can generate unexpected
mutations, loss of genetic material, genetic rearrangements, and other unforeseen
changes.



3. Whereas genetic modification as we previously knew it involved inserting genetic
material from an unrelated species, here the industry disfigures seeds, or even animals
or microorganisms, by “editing” their components, which results in the disfigurement of
these living organisms. It is important to understand that this manipulation makes them
equivalent to transgenic organisms, and they can never be considered conventional.

Gene editing in a species causes changes that differ from those occurring in nature or
through conventional breeding, and their consequences are poorly understood. In
gene-edited food crops, these changes could alter their biochemical composition and
lead to the production of toxins and allergic reactions, with unexpected effects on
health.

4. Because these are living beings whose genetic material has been artificially edited
and redesigned in a laboratory, they must always be subject to rigorous and
independent risk assessments, in accordance with the precautionary principle and the
commitments established under the Cartagena Protocol, as well as to the prohibitions
or moratoria imposed on genetically modified organisms. Presenting them as
conventional organisms conceals their potential risks to biodiversity, food systems,
human health, and ecosystems, and limits the right of peoples to make informed
decisions about technologies that affect their territories and access to healthy food.

5. It is false to claim that these techniques are equivalent to conventional breeding or to
the historical work carried out by peasant women and men, Indigenous Peoples, and
local communities. Peasant systems for seed selection and conservation are based on
observation, biological diversity, the exchange of knowledge, and continuous
adaptation to territories. These are collective processes built over thousands of years,
associated with the deep and ancestral relationship communities have with their seeds
and crops, which is connected to a spirituality encompassing every aspect of life.

6. The promises of gene editing are the same as those that accompanied transgenic
crops: ending hunger, increasing productivity, reducing the use of agrotoxic chemicals,
and confronting climate change. After three decades of the expansion of transgenic
crops, none of these promises have been fulfilled: hunger persists, environmental
degradation is worsening, biodiversity continues to decline, and agriculture is
increasingly dependent on external inputs, agrochemicals, and seeds controlled by
corporations.

7. The expansion of gene editing directly threatens peasant practices of seed
conservation, exchange, and reproduction because it depends on patented
technologies and laboratory-based genetic manipulation mechanisms that alter the



natural way biological processes occur. They can contaminate and alter the
composition of native crops and seeds, lead to the loss of genetic diversity, cause
communities to abandon native varieties, and deepen dependence on commercial
varieties and the agrotoxic chemicals included in commercial technological packages,
contributing to the loss of food sovereignty and autonomy.

8. Its false promise is that it will enable the development of crops that require fewer
pesticides and are better adapted to climate change. In reality, these technologies
strengthen new forms of intellectual property and the privatization of seeds, allowing a
small number of corporations to increase their control over food systems. Free Trade
Agreements promote this situation as they continue to expand and/or be renegotiated
throughout the region, since they include investment and intellectual property
provisions that reinforce corporate control over food.

9. At least ten Latin American governments have promoted deregulation regarding
gene editing and opened a new and more dangerous stage in the advancement of
genetically modified organisms. Companies have succeeded in having these organisms
considered conventional crops and excluded from biosafety assessments and controls,
as well as from prohibitions in place in some countries, under the argument that they
do not contain foreign genetic material from another species. This has occurred even in
countries such as Ecuador and Peru, whose regulations prohibit transgenic and/or
genetically modified crops, or in Chile, where such crops are not authorized for the
domestic market.

10. We are equally concerned that these technologies are being applied to
microorganisms that are authorized for release into the environment, for use as
biological inputs and for other purposes, without complying with the prohibitions or
regulations required for genetically modified organisms.

11. No technology capable of moving genes from one place to another can replace the
complexity of the ecological and cultural processes that sustain agriculture and food
systems.

In the face of this new offensive, we reaffirm that the real solutions are found within
communities and their intergenerational experience, in agroecology, food sovereignty,
and the strengthening of peasant, Indigenous, and Afro-descendant systems of seed
production and reproduction.

We call on governments, public institutions, intergovernmental organizations, social
organizations, producers’ associations, universities, and citizens to:



e Reject and prohibit gene editing, establish the equivalence of its products with
transgenic organisms, recognizing all of them as genetically modified organisms.

e Stop the deregulation of gene editing, guarantee the application of the
precautionary principle and the right of producers and consumers to information.

e Guarantee the full realization of the rights of peasants recognized in the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in
Rural Areas (UNDROP), particularly the rights related to the conservation, use,
exchange, and protection of peasant seeds.

We, the communities and peoples, are the ones who will continue working collectively and
in an organized manner, defending seeds, knowledge, and peasant territories, with our
collective capacity to feed people and care for life. We will do so through an agroecology
rooted in peasant traditions as a fundamental tool for defending peasant crops and seeds,
food, cooking, food sovereignty, territories, and the autonomy of peoples.
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